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THOMAS KODNEY. 

BY SIMON GKATZ, ESQ. 

(Continued from Vol. XLIV, page 308.) 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. May 25 th 1807. 
My dear Son 

This Morning the Governor waited on me and 
Shewed me a Summons, for M r . Mead, M r . Poindexter, 
M r . Shields and myself Also for Col. Fitzpatrick to 
Attend the Circuit Court in Virginia in the Case of 
M r . Burr on the 22 d of this Month which day was past 
before the Summons arrived here — whether the Cause 
will be delaid or not till the Fall Circuit and our attend- 
dance then be required or not cannot now be told by us 
but I think the Governor said you Expressed a wish 
that we might acknowledge the Summons and say 
whether we can attend or not or at what time or some- 
thing of that purpose — If the Cause should be put off 
till the fall Circuit, or to some time when a Special 
Court may be ordered, and the Government think our 
Attendance Essential I suppose we must Attend — but 
my Absence .Cannot well be dispensed with here for 
some time yet, tho Judge Leek arrived here to day and 
will take his Seat on the bench tomorrow, as our 
Supreme Court Commenced today. This is the Court 
Blennerhassett, Floyd, Ralston and Tyler were bound 
to appear at and are all here to take their trials, but 
the Att y . General M r . Lewes has sugested to the Court, 
that he is of Opinion that the Circuit Courts here and 
not the Supreme Court have jurisdiction in Federal 
Cases; and he has desired to be heard on that Subject 
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tomorrow and the Mail will go before any Decision can 
take place — The Supreme Court has hitherto Assumed 
and Exercised the jurisdiction under the Act of Con- 
gress Vesting the powers of a District and Circuit 
Court, in some Court or Courts of this territory — And 
the Government seems to have favored this by refer- 
ring Federal business in Several Instances to the 
Supreme Court but the Att y . General being of a Dif- 
ferent opinion procured Balston & Floyd to be Indicted 
at the "Wilkinson Circuit — Yet at the Circuit the Grand 
Jury Could only Enquire for the County in which they 
sat and not for the territory — Whereas the Jury Sum- 
moned to attend the Supreme Court are from all the 
four Counties on the Misisipi, twelve Jurors being 
ordered from Each County and the rest generally — 
from them the Grand Jury are drawn and of Course 
Enquire for the whole territory as forming one Dis- 
trict — Yet the late & Present Att y . Gen 1 , say that the 
Federal power granted by the act of Congress, Vested 
in the then Ixisting Superior Courts of this territory 
and that by an Act of Assembly passed soon after the 
powers of the then Superior Courts were transferred 
to the Present Circuit Courts, and that the Federal 
powers Could not Vest in the Supreme Court which 
did not Ixist till Established by the Same Act which 
transferred the powers from the Superior Courts to 
the Circuit Courts as afs d .— But the Judges Concluded 
that Congress Intended to vest the powers granted in 
the highest Court of Law in the territory — and there- 
fore assumed those powers in the Supreme Court the 
highest Court of Law and the only one which had gen- 
eral Jurisdiction — This difficulty however renders it 
uncertain what will be done with the Burrites before 
mentioned but I rather suppose Blennerhassett and 
Tyler may be sent to Virginia, and governor Harrison 
has written very favorably of Floyd — and he perhaps 
may be sent to Kentucky — I shall be loth not to Comply 
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with what the Government may think necessary but it 
will be a great disadvantage to leave here Immediately 
without settling my accounts and disposing of my prop- 
erty, for I could hardly think of returning here again — 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 
Town of Washington M. T. June 14 th 1807. 
My dear Son 

The Supreme Court has been Sitting here three 
weeks and adjourned yesterday — I was absent the last 
week because were Completing the Sessions of the 
Board of Commissioners, which we dosed yesterday 
and have nothing more to do but report &° 

Ralston and Floyd were Indicted at the Circuit Court 
of Wilkinson County, their Counsel Plead to the Juris- 
diction of that Court and avered that the Supreme 
Court had Jurisdiction in Federal Cases — The Att y . 
Gen 1 . Lewis Demurred to that Plea and on this Issue of 
war joined The question was referred to the Decision 
of the Supreme Court — and was argued in the Second 
week of the Court by the Atty. Gen 1 , on our Side, and 
by, Fielding, Turner, M r . Teyler and M r . Knox on the 
other (Harding who had filed the Plea was unwell and 
could not Attend) The Court took time to Consider 
and Delivered their opinion on Munday of the last week 
— Bruin and Leek were in favor of the jurisdiction of 
the Circuit Court, but my opinion was in favor of the 
Supreme Court — Thus the Majority of the Court gave 
the jurisdiction to the Circuit Courts. After Deliver- 
ing in my Opinion I retired from the Court to the Board 
— Ralston and Floyd after this were put to answer at 
the Circuit Court, and Blennerhassett & Tyler were 
Discharged and also the witnesses from their Recog- 
nizances taken for their appearance at the Supreme 
Court &°. — M r . Blennerhassett Immediately went off to 
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his former residence in Virginia. While the Supreme 
Court Exercised Jurisdiction in Federal Cases their 
officers -were obliged to act, and it necessary for them 
to know whether they will not have a right to Claim 
the Fees & c . allowed by Law to the Clerks and Mar- 
shals of the Federal Courts — The Sheriff in particular 
who acted as Marshal was at Considerable Expense as 
well as trouble — I wish you to Consider the Law and 
Consult the Sect y . of the Treasury on this Subject — 

Some of my friends abroad I find have been a little 
alarmed about the Lying publication of Ashley in one 
of the Carolina papers — Ashley is known here to be 
one of the greatest Villians in the Country, and there- 
fore was fitly selected by M r . Burr to answer his ne- 
farious purposes — But who Could believe me guilty of 
altering a Recognizance? Burr and his surities were 
obliged to Recognize on such Conditions as I prescribed 
or he must have been Committeed — What Inducement 
then Could I possibly have to alter the Recognizance? — 
The thing is so absurd that no one Can believe it — 
The Charge is absolutely false. No Motive whatever 
however powerful Could Induce me as a Magistrate to 
Deviate from the path of rectitude. 

The Summons for Witnesses here to attend Burrs 
trial in Virginia Came too late and the Witnesses wait 
to hear whether the trial will be put off or not — I con- 
tinue in good health and feel releaved from a great 
burthen by the Closing the Decisions of the Board, my 
duties in future Will not be so laborious — we have been 
allowed only $500, dol s . Each for the last 18, Months 
labor at the Board, Certain the Legislature ought to 
make a further allowance — They Can hardly think 
$500, adequate Compensation for 18 months public 
services in this part of the Country — I expect you will 
have your family at the Federal City by the time this 
arrives — Give my love to Susan and the Children — 

Thomas Rodney. 
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Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town Washington June 22 d . 1807. 
My dear Son 

I wrote to you by the last Mail and did not know then 
that Floyd & Ralston were Discharged, which was done 
after I left the Court and went to the Board — It seems 
their Counsel Demurred to the Indictment formed in 
Wilkinson County which Demurrer was sustained and 
of Cause the Indictment quashed so that no Accusation 
Remained against them as they had been discharged 
from their Recognizances in the Supreme Court before 
on the Motion of the Attorney General Lewes — and also 
Tyler and Blennerhassett were discharged upon the 
ground that the Supreme Court had not Jurisdiction 
in Federal Cases — Thus all that were accused here of 
being Concerned in Burrs Expedition are now gone — 
It seems as if no Federal Cases Can be tried here till 
the United States Establish District Courts of their 
own, and Certainly It is Material they should do so, or 
their Authority will have but little Influence in this 
western Country where Mischief seems most disposed 
to rear its head. 

It is said by some of Burrs friends here that he 
Expects soon to be liberated and Intends returning 
Immediately to this western County. 

We have Completed the Decisions of the Board and 
are now making out our Report — Judge Leek and My- 
self Intend setting off the day after tomorrow to the 
Walnut hills to view that part of the territory — Where 
I informed you some time ago I had bought a tract or 
two of land — We Expect to git fine fish there too — we 
return next week — all is quiet here now Except the 
party and political assperity which you will see prevails 
in the Natchez papers, If they reach you — As I have 
never Medled in their politics further than to support 
and defend the Conduct and Carracter of the General 
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Government, the Local partizans seldom notice me in 
their Contests, yet do not permit me Entirely to Es- 
cape; Shaw the Editor of the Messenger undertook of 
his own accord to defend me against the Calumny of 
Ashlay but could not do it without droping a small 
spice of his own — I let it pass unnoticed, it being very 
different from the general Sentiment of the People 
here, that I probably am Entitled to but little Praise 
as a Judge — The Contrary of which I have heard Ex- 
pressed in all parts of the territory more frequently 
than I could wish. Our public duties require that the 
Governor and Myself should Act in a Polite and Social 
Manner — This perhaps may not be altogether Pleasing 
to some of the party who are abusing him. — If I should 
not be called round as a witness in the Case of Burr, 
yet I shall desire to return home to see my friends next 
fall : and I wish you to mention this to the President as 
I should not wish to do it without his permission tho ' 
it is uncertain whether I shall incline to return or not 
till I advise with my old friends. Yet most of my friends 
here Earnestly solicit my return tho' they wish me to 
go round on account of the Information which they sup- 
pose I may give respecting this Land business &°. 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Oceswr A. Rodney. 

Town of "Washington June 29 th 1807. 
My dear Son 

The day after the date of my last Letter to wit on 
Tuesday last I was taken very unwell on Wednesday 
Evening had as Violent a Bilious attack as Ever I had 
in my life and a high fever all night two three of the 
young gentlemen sat up with me all night in the Course 
of which so much Bile went off that my fever left me 
next Morning, but my puking and purging Continued 
Moderately for a day or two all the Gentlemen and 
Ladies of the town and some from the Country (when 
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they heard I was 111) Came to Visit me and offered 
anything they could do for me, but as I know the Cause 
of these attacks I let them have their way and only 
incourage the discharge of Bile I took nothing but a 
puker and after that a Little sweet oil and Sugar to 
settle the stomach & render the operation of the Bile 
in the Bowels more mild. After Thursday I became 
quite Easy but took nothing to Eat till Saturday when 
a Small degree of appetite returned & yesterday Sun- 
day I left my room and went down stairs and in the 
Evening went over to M r . Chews to Marry a Couple — 
to wit Beverly B. Grayson Esq r . Clerk of the Supreme 
Court And Auditor of the Territory to M ra . Sarah 
Frieland sister to M r . Chew and a widow to day I feel 
quite Bestored & Clear of any Complaint — This I trust 
will be a furlo for the Besidue of the Season — Bep- 
utable families are flocking to this Country and many 
of them Incline to settle in this town as a place of health 
till they git used to the Climate — by being taken Sick 
I missed my visit to the "Walnut hills but Judge Leek, 
Docf. Archer and others who were going with me 
went on. 

The Virginia papers Stated that a Grand Jury had 
been Impannelled and Charged in the Case of Burr, 
I suppose shall hear by the next Mail whether the trial 
is over or put off and thereby know whether it will be 
necessary for the Witnesses called from this territory 
to attend or not — we have heard by some of the public 
papers that the Floridas are purchased I wish this may 
be true tho ' I Expect the U. S. will have to pay pretty 
dear for them — but the possession of them are so 
necessary to all the back Country on the Eastern Side 
the Misisipi that its Value will be quarduply increased 
by having all the outlets to the sea which pass through 
the Floridas — So that the back Country will populate 
probably ten times as fast as it otherwise would do — 

Tou will find the Natchez papers (if you have time 
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to read them) full of scurrility — the Governor in par- 
ticular is Virulently abused by Docf. Shaw the Editor 
of the Messenger — as I have not Meddled hitherto in 
the Local politics of this territory, and as I am not the 
Legal organ of Information, and as the Gen 1 . Govern- 
ment have never asked my advice in any Oase I have 
not made any political Communication to them but as 
you have become a member of the Cabinet and may 
be Called on sometimes respecting the affairs of this 
territory, for your own satisfaction and Direction I 
shall in a Subsequent Letter Make such a Communi- 
cation to you as may Enable you to understand the 
situation of parties here, and shall give you a Correct 
view of the Leaders of the* Different parties and their 
objects &°. &°. Government have probably a pretty full 
knowledge how parties stood here under Governors 
Sargent & Claibourne — but they have Varied very 
much since — If however I shall return this summer or 
in the fall it will be unnecessary to make any such Com- 
munication by Letter. 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Aug*. 13 th 1807. 
My dear Son 

I had prepaired, as I informed you in my last Letter 
by Mail to go on to Richmond and we were to set off 
tomorrow But having gone out of town the Evening 
before last to Marry Judge Matthews of the Orleans 
territory to a young Lady in our Neighborhood I had 
to Return in the Night when the air was very damp so 
that I got cold and "Was very unwell yesterday — Yet I 
had to sit with a smart Fever on in an assembly of the 
People at this town where the most Respectable People 
in the territory were assembled to Consider the late 

* This was probably stolen — C. A. Rodney. 



42 Thomas Rodney. 

outrages of the Brittish — and when they adopted unan- 
imously sundry Eesolutions Expressive of their minds 
in respect to those outrages — I feel still unwell today 
and in Consequence thereof have declined going think- 
ing that I should only risk my life without being able to 
reach the place of destination in time — this determina- 
tion is approved by all my friends here and Indeed all 
the people who have spoke to me on the occasion ob- 
jected to my going even if well but I was determined to 
go till I got unwell and the gentlemen of this town for 
that reason Envited me to a public Dinner with them 
to-day as a mark of their Eespect and regard before 
my setting off and it was too late to recall this Plan 
after my declining to go as they had previously pre- 
paired for it — 

I was directed by the assembly of the People to send 
on a Copy of their Resolutions to the President and a 
nother to the Mayor of Norfolk &°. which will go on by 
T. H. W. our Register & Secretary — Mead & Shields 
do not propose going on but Poindexter Dinsmore and 
others will from the territory — Burr I am told has also 
summoned a Number of Witnesses from this territory 
T. H. W. and Doct r . Hall set off tomorrow — This goes 
by T. H. W. who can inform you more particularly of 
things here and the Cause of my not Proceeding on 
with them. 

Governor Claiborn is still here but returns in a few 
days. 

God bless you, adieu 

Thomas Rodney. 

P. S. I have Directed Several Recognizances taken 
on the Examinations in the Case of Burr to shew that 
Burrs Recognized is in the usual form observed by me 
and deviates in Nothing Material Certainly if it had 
not been so Expressed he could not have left the Court 
without being Discharged this his Counsel moved to 
have done but the Court refused it — 
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Thomas Rodney to Cceswr A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Aug*. 24 th . 1807. 
My dear Son 

As it was Expected I should go on to Eiehmond I 
have not reed any Letters lately from any of my Cor- 
respondence to the Eastward — I wrote on both by the 
Mail & Sect y . Williams that I had declined going — and 
from the unfavorable Effect this Season generally has 
on me I have reason to conclude I was right in not 
having made the attempt as with the most discreet Cau- 
tion in guarding against the hot Sun &) night dews & 
cannot keep quiet well — tho ' I have not been laid up — 
Burr and his friends can say nothing with truth to my 
prejudice, but whatever they may say I wish you to dis- 
charge your duty with dignified and manly firmness 
without being Influenced one way or a Nother by any 
thing they Can Say — Gov r . Claiborne waited on me 
yesterday to take leave — He Intended to set off for 
Orleans this morning — Probably to prepair the Quota 
of Troops required of that territory — He thinks Or- 
leans a very Defensible Place ag l . the brittish but as he 
is not much acquainted with tactics I told him I was 
Induced, tho I had never seen the City, to think other- 
wise — as it is accessable on many points and the Ground 
all Low — that it was probable too that if we had war 
with G. B. that would be one of the first objects of their 
attention on account of the Extensive Effect the pos- 
session of that City would have on the western Country 
— The Misisipi being the only out let for all their 
Produce. 

You will see by the Natchez Papers that the public 
avowal of Sentiments here against the brittish is unan- 
imous, as well as in the States tho' no part of our 
Country is liable to suffer more by a war with England 
than this — Cotton being their staple and England 
almost the only purchaser. But whether the Event be 
war or not I hope our Government will Continue to act 
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Decisively and with, the Spirit of 1776. Until G-. 
Brittain shall relinquis her Wicked Claim of Pressing 
seamen from on board Even our Merchant Ships — She 
has no more Right to take them from them than from 
one of our seaport towns. If Even a Traitor flies from 
them to us have they a right to demand him? If they 
have why did they not give up Arnold? You are in the 
Cabinet at an Important Period — Proceed firmly and 
steadily — Let nothing hurry you into Irregularity yet 
Remember that wisdom in great Affairs admits of no 
dilatory Pleas she requires Decision 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

T.of Washington M. T. Sept r . 1 st . 1807. 
My dear Son 

It has been more sickly in this town and its neighbor- 
hood this Season than I have known it before, owing 
probably to a severe drouth which has Continued four 
Months — The ground has not been wet two Inches deep 
since August — The Crops of Cotton and Cain therefore 
will be Very Small here — I have been obliged to be 
very Cautious to keep about by avoiding the Sun in the 
day & the dews at Night, but Cannot keep quite well 
for this is the Season of the year that always is most 
likely to affect me — I had a severe head ache Sunday 
night but it has got better and by Care I hope I shall 
avoid being laid up — Poindexter went on a few days 
after Doct r . Hall — I was to have wrote by him to you 
having been the Attorney General of the territory he 
is well acquainted with my usual form of writing 
Recognizances &°. G-ov r . W. Grofases going on to the 
Seat of G-overnment in December — He and Poindexter 
as you will see by the Natchez papers differed severely 
before Poindexter left this — Indeed the governor one 
Way or an other has offended all the Republican party 
here, and they treat him with great assperity — The Re- 
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publicans also displeased at Sec 7 . Meads being Dis- 
missed from office and are determined to Ellect him 
to the Legislature — The Patriotic ardor of Meads Con- 
duct in the Case of Burr was much approved of here 
by the Eepublicans — tho it was a little too high toned 
and intemperate in some parts, and I fear he shewed 
too much indiscretion in his Communications to gov- 
ernment, tho I had Cautioned him against this advis- 
ing him to Represent facts only to them and leave them 
to judge for themselves & c & c &° It ever is Considered 
Versitile for a government to appoint an officer & sud- 
denly remove without some Evident Cause because 
either the appointment or the removal is Concluded to 
be indiscreet — The People Even in a Eepublican gov- 
ernment like to see Stability — It would in deed be well 
and an Improvement in our System if all Inferior 
Executive officers were appointed for three Years Re- 
movable only for Misbehaviour — The People would 
approve the Stability which this would give, and the 
Changes it would admit at the Expiration of that time — 
and the Executives would be more Careful in their 
appointments. The present tenure of office during 
pleasure Induces frequent bad appointments and Cap- 
tious Removals which have a tendency to disorder 
Government. 

A Son of Col: Charles Pope is here — He was Inti- 
mate with Mead in Georgia and Mead Imployed him 
to write in the Secretaries office till he was removed and 
now the Poor Fellow has no means of livelihood — If 
any office such as that of Marshall or Clerkship should 
occur in this part of the Country It would be well to 
recommend him — his father was a brave and useful 
officer & was wounded in the Revolution. 

I write these things merely for your own informa- 
tion and as a small guide to yourself in what may re- 
spect this part of the Country — 

Thomas Rodney. 
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Thomas Rodney to Cceswr A. Rodney. 
Town of Washington M. T. Septf. 15 th 1807 
My dear Son 

Since the Oool Weather Commenced about ten days 
ago I have almost perfectly recovered My health — All 
is quiet here Except the Political Squabbles which you 
will see in the Natchez papers Eespecting Gov r . W. — 
Some how or other he has lost the Confidence and Pro- 
voked the Resentment of the Eepublicans without ob- 
taining the Friendship of the Feds further than to 
Excite and Perpetuate the quarrel with the Eepub- 
licans &°. Judge Leek wishes to go for his family this 
Winter which will prevent my Seeing my friends at 
home till next Summer Expecting me on my way home 
I have not heard from any of them for more than a 
month past — But by this time T. H. W. must have 
arrived at Eichmond & Poindexter must be near there 
who will Disclose the Eeason of my not going — after 
which I shall Expect to hear from — The last Post 
brought no Eastern Mail so that we have nothing official 
Eespecting the Cession of the Floridas yet, tho it is 
believed the Cession is made — It was said last Week 
that Smith was Coming to Deliver himself up but I 
have not Seen him yet — I hope you have got over the 
trouble of Moving and got your family settled in the 
Federal City 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Cmswr A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington Oct r . 18 01 1807 
My dear Son 

Since writing my last Letter Several Incidents have 
Occurred that increases the Unfavorable aspect of 
affairs in the West — In the Orleans papers by the For- 
mer Mail It appears that Judge Lewes of that terri- 
tory in the Course of Eiding the Circuit had his Horse 
killed, and the People it seems threatend to kill him if 
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lie did not depart which, he thought it most prudent 
to do tho he was the only territorial Judge then in the 
Territory for Judge Sprig was gone Home and Judge 
Matthews is still near this town and Very 111 — The 
Judges there seem to have become Very Unpopular — 
and the Governor here : In fact great Discontent ap- 
pears among the People in both A writer in the Tele- 
graph at Orleans Even advises the People to appeal to 
Bonaparte to inforce the Eights and Privileges Re- 
served to the old Inhabitants in the Cession of Louis- 
iana — and Discontent is increasing rapidly in this Ter- 
ritory arising from Conduct of the Governor If you 
read the Natchez papers you have seen what abuse and 
Accusation has turned against him for Some time past 
He has lately in the Course of a short time Dismissed 
a number Staunch and popular Republicans from 
office, & yesterday Col. Claiborne, Major Sessions & 
Major Carles, the Field Officers of the first Regiment 
were all turned out of office while holding a Court 
Marshal in this town — Col: Claiborne and Major Ses- 
sions were also Judges of the County Court of Adams 
and were Dismissed from both their Civil and Military 
offices These are all respectable and popular men — 
This affair has Caused great Agitation, and Combined 
with other things Indicates great Disorder if not 
Violence among the Community. 

The Circuit Court for the County Commenced on 
Munday last, I attended on that day with Judge Lecke 
till Juries were Impanelled and left the Court on Tues- 
day to attend other necessary business — After which 
Indictments for Libels were found by the Grand Jury 
against George Poindexter, late Att y . General, Col. 
Baker, Docf. Shaw, Editor of the Messenger and Wil- 
liam Winston, Past Master at Washing and A. Moor- 
house for publications in the Natchez papers Complaint 
was made also ag*. the Governor & against the Editor 
of the Herald but no Presentments found — I will in- 
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close a list of the Grand Jury If I can. obtain one in 
time & M r . Poindexter will know them — and can inform 
you who are Federal who Eepublican — Thus you will 
see the Seeds of discord and disorder thickly strewd in 
our territory, as well as that of Orleans If the Cabinet 
read the western papers they cannot avoid noticing 
these Indications of Trouble in the West and it may 
Seasonably be apprehended that the Escape of the most 
Vilianous Traitor and treason that ever was planned 
or attempted in any Country will have a general tend- 
ency to increase the troubles of the West for this 
Country is strewd with the Minions and Emisaries of 
the arch Traitor. There is danger that this territory 
will be Completely Federal in a little time — So many 
of the Republicans have been Dismissed from office 
that most of them that yet remain will probably resign. 
What the Consequence may be is yet uncertain but I 
hope the Administration will adopt such wise and pru- 
dent Measures as will avoid Indangering the loss of a 
part of our Country which has Cost the Government 
so much. Nothing less than wise prudent Experienced 
and Respectable Rulers can aswage the temper and dis- 
content that now prevail — Without this there is reason 
to apprehend Violent Struggles in the West. 

Judge Leek Intending to go for his family after the 
Fall Courts are over has agreed to attend to the Court 
& let me Enjoy a little rest for the first time since I 
have been here — So that I mean to Visit the Walnut 
hills next week to Settle or dispose of a Tract of Land 
I have there — You will please to Inform M r . Poindexter 
that Major Carter informed me yesterday that Major 
Trask had lost his little Daughter and that the rest of 
the family were well. 

Expecting me home has prevented my receiving any 
Letters from my friends for a long time — I cannot now 
Expect the pleasure of Seeing them till next Summer if 
Judge Leek goes home this fall — Give my love to Susan 
and the Children — 
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P. S. A Gentleman lately from Accomack in Vir- 
ginia who has moved to Orleans waited on me the day 
before yesterday to Deliver the Respectful Compli- 
ments of Doctf. F. Fisher, Doct r . Gardner, Col. Copper 
and Col. Waters old acquaintances and friends in that 
Country — he says Doct 1 " 8 . Fisher & Gardner are both 
in health and prosperous Situations. 

Thomas Eodney. 

(Written along the side of the page) — I have Con- 
stantly avoided medling in the Local politics of the 
West yet think that you should be rightly informed of 
them for the Direction of your own Conduct as one of 
the Cabinet for what may be said by Either party will 
need a grain of allowance. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesw A. Rodney. 
Town of Washington M. T. Oct r . [?] 1807. 
My dear Son 

I mentioned in a former Letter that Elisha I. Hall 
Esq r . of Virginia had been here and that I was to have 
traversed the Wilderness with him and T. H. W. If 
I had not been taken Sick — The Doct r . wrote to me from 
South West Point on his way home where he went for 
the Purpose of bringing his family to this Country — 
The Doct r . First Studied Physic and then the Law 
which he practised on the Eastern Shore of Maryland 
Some time and then Married and Moved to Virginia 
near Winchester and now Intends to become a Cotton 
Planter in this Country he Desires me to Introduce 
him to you by Letter that he may tell you all about this 
Country. He staid most of his time In Washington 
While in this territory, but rode a good deal about to 
see the Country — I rode with him Several times & 
Introduced him to a number of the most respectable 
Planters in our part of the Territory, and he was gen- 
erally pleased with the Friendly Hospitality he met 
with — As he Intends to Visit the City of Washington 
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I shall Inclose my Letter to him in this to you — The 
Doct r . as we Call him studied Law with M r . Smith Sec- 
retary of the Navy and being a man of Information 
Can give you a better account of this Country than 
those Transient Visitors who only glance over it for 
Transient purposes — I have recovered my health per- 
fectly since the Cool weather Commenced — the Papers 
inform us that the Jury have acquitted Burr of Treason 
in the District of Virginia — This was apprehended If 
the Court rejected the Evidence of Assembling his 
Forces on Cumberland Island — Nevertheless he will 
always be Considered as a Traitor since the public 
knows that this fact Combined with his Plans & Inten- 
tion has Evidently shewn him to be such — and therefore 
he may Expect to be detested throughout the U. S. by 
all who are Sincerely attached to the government. 
Some of his Agents here however (and this territory 
Contains numbers of them) rejoiced greatly on hearing 
of his acquittal and some of them, I have been told, 
talked of raising his Standard Imm ediately — If no 
Examples are made there is little doubt but his minions 
will be the Cause of great Disturbances in the Country 
—I Dined yesterday at Col: Elliss in Company with 
Governor Claiborne and his Lady where Burrs Escape 
was Spoken of The Governor Declared he was so fully 
Convinced of the treason of Burr and his Party that 
Every man of them ought to be hung — The Gov r . was 
to go off today and Intended to Decend the Biver to 
Point Coupre and thence to go by the Tuccapaw 
[Tucapau] where his wifes father lives — A friend of 
the Governors hinted to me that he Intended to visit 
the Federal City this Fall with a View of Besigning 
for his Situation Seems to have become Verry Disagre- 
able to him by the Great abuse and Opposition he has 
met with — I some time ago several years since observed 
to you that these Western Governments required Men 
of Military Caracter & Experience in State affairs to 
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govern them — Such would Command respect and 
traitors would not Consider it so Easy to stir up Mis- 
chief in the "Western Country Gov r . W. has lost all the 
Confidence of the Bepublicans and is treated with such 
abuse & Disrespect by them that he has no Assylum 
but among the Federalists which in a few years bids 
fair to Completely Federalize this Territory — the 
Present Lowering aspect in the West can only be dis- 
pelled by the most wise and Considerate Appointments 
— If Merit and not favoritism Dictates them the Gen- 
eral Government would soon acquire a degree of Con- 
fidence that Could not be Shaken by Traitors. 

M r . Poindexter has lost his youngest son since he left 
here — I Visited the family since and find that M rs . 
Poindexter bears the affliction with a great deal of 
decent fortitude — I shall write to him as soon as I git 
a lezure Moment but make no doubt his friends have 
informed him of this disaster before this. — I hope you 
& your family have got quietly Settled at the Federal 
City — Present my affectionate regard to Susan & the 
Children. 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington Nov*. 12 th 1807. 
My dear Son 

I returned the day before yesterday from a Jaunt to 
the Walnut hills the highest Land in our territory, and 
perhaps the Bichest Soil next to the Eiver bottom Land 
and Indeed great part of it not inferior to bottom 
Lands. The Lands however are only settled along the 
Bluff of the Misisipi from the big black Eiver up to 
the walnut hills and six miles up the Yazoo Bluff I had 
bought 2 small Tracts 2 miles beyond the hills and one 
mile from the Great fishing Lake which is part of the 
old bed of the Yazoo when it fill into the great Eiver at 
the W. hills — Most of the Land between the Eiver and 
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big black belong to the IT. S. and are all Rich but some 
parts of it much broken with bills and Bjos — The "Wal- 
nut hills are the Marvels of the Territory and probably 
in a short time after the public Lands are sold will 
begin to outstrip Natchez — Their Crops this year far 
exceed this part of the territory in abundance <per 
Acre — I found my tract more pleasantly situated than 
I expected — My 400, acre tract is on the hills including 
a Valley running through it and a never failing stream 
of Water running through the Valley which has to 
decend one hundred feet before it reaches the Lake, 
yet the road up to this tract is of Easy assent and from 
the bottom of the hill quite Level to the Landing on the 
Eiver at the W. hills — Infact that part of the territory 
will be the most Pleasant and healthy part of the 
Country when Improved — Judge Bay & turnbull have 
80 Slaves at work at the hills and will make 150,000 w*. 
of Cotton this year and a much larger quantity annually 
in future for they had almost all their Land to Clear — 
The General Assembly had adjourned last winter to 
the first Munday in this Month — The Gov r . sugested 
that the adjournment was Illegal & c . and yesterday he 
proroged them without day. Most of them were highly 
displeased at this and some of them thought it was done 
to prevent their Complaining of his Conduct &' c . they 
have however dispersed — I write frequently but 
whether my Letters reach you or not I cannot tell be- 
cause I have not heard from you for a long time The 
Post Office here is in the hands of M r . Winston brother 
in law to the Governor and of late very Indifferently 
attended to and some Suspect mismanagement as they 
say many Letters have been delaid in the office a week 
or two and one was lately noticed from M r . Branhem 
to have the seal broken before sent away I do not know 
what occasions this alteration of Conduct for Winston 
used to be very attentive. The course of Local Politics 
here you will find best displaid in the Natchez Papers — 
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I cannot tell why Smith does not send my Intelligencer 
Eegularly to this Town — I wrote to him a long time 
ago to Direct it to this town or not send it at all — I 
git only one in three or four weeks so that it is useless — 
When Burrs Trial is published dont neglect to send me 
a Copy — 

There seems to have been some secret Correspond- 
ence between Burr and Wilkinson that both of them 
seem Inclined to Conceal — What is that Delicacy that 
Conceals this Correspondence — If the Conduct of 
Either of them be Treasonable is not the other bound 
by the Law as well as the duty he owes his Country to 
reveal it? Can there be any Excuse for an honest mans 
Concealing the treasonable projects of a Traitor? Is 
private Confidence to out weigh Public duty — Wilkin- 
sons Caracter was brightning but I fear that Secret un- 
revealed Correspondences will Darken it again. 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Nov r . 20 th 1807. 
My dear Son 

We have Federal City papers to the 16 th . and Rich- 
mond Papers to the 20 th of last Month but I have not 
heard from you for three months past — I wrote for the 
last mail but being away it was not put in the office — 
Indeed the Office is badly attended here of late — I have 
called on Mail day several times and not found any 
person in the office tho the door has always been open 
so that it seems doubtful whether the Letters are se- 
cure in it or not — what the reason of this is I know not 
for Winston used to be very attentive — The dissatis- 
faction between the Gov r . and Republicans seems daily 
increasing and they seem determined to memorialize 
the Government against his Conduct — Those Repub- 
licans not removed are resigning so that in a Little time 
there will be few or none in office — but as to politics I 
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must refer you to the Natchez papers or to M r . Poin- 
dexter with whom the leading Bepublicans Correspond 

Thomas Bodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Cceswr A. Rodney. 

T. of Washington M. T. Nov 1 . 25 th 1807. 
My dear Son 

Tour Letter of the 25 tt Ult. came to hand by the Mail 
this Morning — I was very glad on receiving it for I had 
not heard from you so long that I began to be anxious 
and apprehensive something was the matter — therefore 
was rejoiced to find you and family were well and that 
Susan had brought you another Daughter. 

The Virginia Argus came on by this Mail — It Con- 
tained M r . Poindexter's Examination at Richmond — 
I observe by that and other Examinations great 
Struggles were made to Cast all the odium possible on 
the President, Gen 1 . Wilkinson and myself — L. Martin 
has been by his assertions, violent in his accusation of 
my Conduct and no doubt was very drunk at the same 
time — The modern Thersites ought to remember what 
his Prototype suffered from the Correction of Ulysses 
— for similar blackgard Conduct — On my Return from 
the Federal City to Dover in 1803, I stoped at Balti- 
more — L. Martin waited on me and Introduced himself 
for this was the only time I ever saw him — He was re- 
markably Polite and friendly, and spent the Evening 
with me at the Tavern where I had put up — We had 
much Conversation about this Country in the Course 
of which he frequently asserted that the western 
Country would Seperate from the U. States in less than 
ten years and begged me to remember what he then 
said — I differed widely from his opinion on the subject, 
and assured him I should do Every thing in my power 
to prevent such a Seperation should it be attempted 
while I should remain in this Country but that I had 
no apprehension of such an Event — But when Burrs 
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attempt became Evident I was Induced to think it prob- 
able that Martin was acquainted with such an Inten- 
tion Even before I Came here — For I have since ob- 
served several affidavits published which tend to shew 
that he was will acquainted with Burrs Intentions — He 
and Burr are sutable Companions — Both them are Void 
of both Honor and Veracity & Completely fitted in Dis- 
position to any kind of Villiany — and both will be Dis- 
pised and Ditested in America as long as the Patriotic 
Love of Liberty and good Government remains. The 
President will be Honored and Bespected as much as 
they are Ditested and Dispised for their Villianous 
attempt to asspurse his Caracter and Conduct As to 
Burrs Soldiership he is only a Pistol Warrior; when 
here, he trembled at the mention of Wilkinson Name, 
thereby discovering that he thought Wilkinson Superior 
to himself as a Soldier tho' in his boasting Letter he 
had Vainly said "Wilkinson should be second to Burr" 
— his Imbicile attempt to overturn the Government of 
his Country tho' it Evidences the Traitor shews noth- 
ing in it of a great Mind beyond that of Vain ambition 
and Intreague — The C. J. I observe has Extended his 
opinion so as to render the Assemblage at Cumberland 
Island quite Innocent — Therefore Burr will meet with 
no punishment but the Detestation of his Country — I 
wrote to yourself and M r . Poindexter by the last Mail 
and have little to add here — I still Enjoy good health — 
The Supreme Court is in Session and will hold this 
week and next and then Judge Leak, returns for his 
family— Bruin does not attend, — he was Confined with 
very sore Eyes— I shall Expect the Presidents Mes- 
sage and the Pamphlet you mention by the next Mail — 
I have not a doubt but the Message will support the 
P rs . usual Dignity and Excellence— He is like a Eock 
in the Ocean against which the tempest beats in Vain 
and serves only to Pollish and not Injure — So rage in 
Vain his Virulent adversaries — His Conduct towards 
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Burr was like Ithurials spear — It Exhibited the Traitor 
Fiend in all his old ugly form. 
God bless you all adieu 

Your affect 11 . Father 

Thomas Eodney. 
Major Carter informs me that M rs . Poindexter and 
all the family are well — If none of them write by this 
mail he will be glad to hear this. 

Thomas Eodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 
Town of Washington M. T. Dec r . 24 th 1807 
My dear Son 

I wrote to you by last mail, and was not then very 
well but have got quite well again — By the European 
Intilligencer it seems as if we should be unavoidably 
plunged into a war or by the Maritime Conduct of 
France and Great Brittain be Deprived of all our Com- 
merce — Each one of those Tyrants is Determined that 
no Neutral Nation shall supply the other thus they pro- 
hibit the Commerce of all the rest of the World — They 
have become Desperate and regard not the Law or 
moral Bules of Nature or Nations — This then must 
produce a Crisis in respect to this Country that will 
require all the Wisdom of the General Government to 
Manage — What can they do If France and Great 
Brittain adhere to their imperial Blockade? Will it be 
prudent to trust our Ships at Sea when they are sure 
to be siezed by one tyrant or the other without resist- 
ance? Or can it be advisable to fight them both? — or 
can we make a friend of one by fighting the other? — 
Or will it be more wise to shut ourselves up like a 
terrapin in its Shell, and by Encouraging Manufactures 
determine to live within ourselves till the storm blows 
over? To mount the winds, sit in the the Tornado & 
direct the Storm, or to attempt this, I fear would be to 
enter on the Stage of Tyrants, for altho I dread noth- 
ing that any foreign Tyrant can do, yet he who can 
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make such Potent ones as now Rule abroad, might after- 
wards become a Tyrant himself — Such has often been 
the Case — and our Country has lately Exhibited an 
Example of what It may produce when Circumstances 
are more favorable to the ambitious — But whatever the 
Crisis may be I doubt not the Wisdom and Virtue of 
the Nation will be Competent to meet it. — 

The Legislature of this Territory was, today pro- 
rogued till the first Munday in February — It was Said 
they were drawing up a Memorial to the Federal Gov- 
ernment ag 4 . the Governor, but whether this was the 
Cause of their being Prorogued or not I have not heard, 
but it is said some of the Members are much displeased 
at this Interruption of their business. 

Judge Leak set off the day before yesterday to Vir- 
ginia for his family, he will hardly have time to visit 
the Federal City as he aught to be here again by the 
4 th Munday in May. In the meantime I have all the 
Circuit Courts to attend for Judge Bruin is quite unable 
to attend — When you write home give my Love to Sally 
& Susan and the Children. God bless you Adieu 

Thomas Eodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Cwsar A. Rodney. 

Washington M. T. Jan y . 27 th 1808. 
My dear Son 

Your Letter of the 3 d . of December Came to hand by 
last mail — I am very glad to hear that all our friends 
are well — but am sorry to hear that you have got your 
hip hurt — You do not say how it happened but as it is 
a dangerous joint to git Injured you aught to be very 
careful how you use it till it gits restored — 

The Inclosures — M r . Duanes Letter and that Webbs 
Exrs, Came safe to hand — M r . Duanes business I have 
put in the hands of M r . Shields who will attend to it — 
Col. Ellis Died last fall and his widow & Extrix M™. 
Ellis has not yet informed me whether she will take 
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the Coach or not but I put the Letter in her hands, and 
think it probable she would take the Carriage If there 
was any Market for Cotton (for they have 2 Crops now 
on hand) — Since writing the above M™ Ellis Called at 
my House, on her way to Wood-Lawn, her Buffalo 
plantation, and says she will inform me on her return 
whether she will take the Coach or not, but inclines to 
take it if she can sell her Cotton so as to Enable 
her to make the necessary Eemittance — Judge Bruins 
Resignation has reached the Seat of Government & of 
course the Vacancy will be filled next March — I only 
remind you of what I said in favor of M r . Poindexter 
last Winter — He is a warm and Decided Republican 
and a very sincere friend to those he likes, and having 
Executed the office of Att y . Gen 1 , for several years with 
great Integrity and ability, stands Customarily in the 
road to that appointment but I fear (for some Cause 
unknown to me) he is not in favor with the new Presi- 
dent yet stands fair, I am told with the President Elect 
I am persuaded they will not git one better qualified — 
It will be material to me that a Successor to Bruin 
should be here by the 4 th Munday in May because I 
have a strong desire to visit my native state next April 
yet the Republicans & Indeed the People generally ob- 
ject to my going for fear that I will not return — For 
they are very ardent to form a Convention to make a 
Constitution and then to apply to be admitted into the 
Union as a State — and wish my aid in this business — 
And for aught I know my Presence may be of use to 
prevent anything untoward in the progress of such an 
Event — For the People generally seem so dissatisfied 

and angry with the Conduct of Gov 1- . W that some 

irregular Conduct might take place If not moderated 
by those they respect. 

It appears by the papers that M r . Madison has been 
Elected President by a Considerable Majority he will 
probably make the most agreeable successor to M r . Jef- 
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ferson, as being of the same mind in a great degree and 
being also well Versed in his plans & System of police — 
Yet I feel high respect for the Patriotism & Revolution- 
ary Principles of M r . Clinton and M r . Mnnro, and shall 
therefore be sorry if the angry publications of Differ- 
ent Partisans shonld make any Difference among the 
Principals on acct of one being preferred, which was 
Enevitable — 

In a Republic like ours if a hundred were nominated, 
all anght to be satisfied with the one preferred by the 
People — Therefore M r . Clinton & Munro will be so, and 
give M r . Madison all the aid in their Power to promote 
the Interest & welfare of the U. S. — The Present Crisis 
demands a Combination of all the Patriotism and wis- 
dom of the Nation — This will Excite every man who 
loves his Country to Contribute his Mite — Adieu. 

Thomas Rodney 

P. S. I know nothing of the Closet politics at [head] 
[torn] quarters but report says that the Sect y . of War 
the Secret y . of the Treasury & the Postmaster General 
go out with the old President — If so M r . Madison Will 
have almost a New Cabinet — Yet Even report has not 
Designated the new ministers — They will have an Ardu- 
ous Task on their hands. 

Thomas Rodney to Ocesar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. Feb y . 22 d . 1808. 
My dear Son 

I frequently write to you altho I have not received a 
Letter from you for a long time — Nor have I received 
the Pamphlets you promised — I shall like you to send 
me Capt n . Lewis's Travels to the western Ocean when 
published — I understand by M r . Shields that M r . Poin- 
dexter is a Candidate to succeed Judge Bruin here in 
Case the Judge Resigns, which I have been told by M r . 
Bragwale one of our bar who resides in Claiborn 
County, he means to do about the first of April after 
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attending the Circuit Courts of Claiborne and Jefferson 
— I know of no Eepublican Lawyer here more fit for 
that Station and I question if any Could be prevailed 
on to Come from the States more Competent — He has 
also been the Attorney General here several years and 
discharged that Duty with ability & attention and you 
know that in the Country from whence our Juris- 
prudence is derived that is the road to the bench — I 
hope M r . Shields will be appointed District Attorney, 
and young Pope, (son of Colonel Charles Pope of Dela- 
ware) Marshal of this District. 

The mail has been very irregular for two months past 
— The latest news received from the Federal City, is 
up to the 4 th of Jan y . last — We have heard of M r . Rows 
arrival at Norfolk but know nothing what his Mission 
has or will Effect — The Planters and Merchants here 
bare the Effects of the Imbargo with patience but would 
be glad to see it at an end without war if possible — The 
Brittish blockading Orders have arrived here, and tend 
in some degree to make the Imbargo Sit more Easy — 
It is Expected from Some Communication received here 
that the Chocktaw treaty will be ratified — I rather 
think this will be advantageous to us — I hear nothing 
further of any additional allowances to the Commis- 
sioners who acted west of Pearl Eiver — We came here 
at the rate of two thousands Dollars a year — Congress 
varied the Compensation after we were here — Was this 
Equitable, or can they think it reasonable that we 
should attend to the business in this Expensive Country 
a year and a half which I have done without any Com- 
pensations? If they will not let us have money, it 
would be but just to Compensate us in Lands — Yea they 
aught to compensate us generously — What would it be 
out of their Pockets to bestow on the Board and its 
officers a township somewhere between the River and 
the big black? I have seen the Presidents Letters de- 
clining a future Election This determination is truly 
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Patriotic — but I wish, it may not be attended with dis- 
cord, or danger at this Crisis. 

We observe by the papers that a Violent rupture has 
taken place between M r . Randolph and Gen 1 . W. and 
that the President has ordered a military Court to En- 
quire into the Generals Conduct — This together with 
Burrs Conspiracy, and Mirandas Expedition, Indi- 
cates a Eestless Spirit of Discord in our Country — but 
I trust the Patriotic Virtue of the people will overrule 
everything adverse to their Liberty and welfare. 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

M. T. Town of "Washington March l 8t 1808. 
My dear Son 

I know not whether M r . Dunbar or M r . Peas, have 
given any of their Correspondents at the Federal City 
any account of the Comet which made its appearance 
above the western Horizon here in the Evening about 
the 20 th of September and was first observed by M r . 
Peas (the Surveyor Gen 1 , on the 22 nd of Septf. and he has 
traced its path since to the 3 d of Feb y . or had done so 
when I Conversed with him last — It had then passed 
through an arch of 140 degrees and no doubt he has 
traced it several Degrees since — I mentioned in a for- 
mer Letter that M r . Dunbar had traced its path through 
135 Degrees on the 17 th of January, and had designated 
its path on a large Celestial globe so that it could be 
accurately seen by any person Its Course seemed to be 
from S. W. to N. E. Their observations Commenced 
while it was on the Leg of the Virgin a little below her 
Robe, and in its Course passed over the bright Star 
Lyra in the Harp — I went several times to view this 
Phenomina through M r . Dunbars glasses ? which are the 
best we have in this part of our Country— Indeed they 
are Excellent. 

I expect He and M r . Peas, after their observations 
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are Completed, (for I believe the Comet is not out of 
their View yet) and corrected, "Will publish them for 
the Information of the World, & particularly other 
Observers of the Same Phenomina — and they will tend 
to shew that this territory is not altogether in the dark 
or destitute of Scientific men — Indeed I believe their 
observations have been made with such accuracy and 
attention as will not only do Credit to themselves but 
tend to the Improvement of Astronomy in respect to 
the Phenomina of Comets which is no doubt very De- 
fective at present — For even the most skillful and En- 
lightened Astronomers have yet very strange and 
absurd Ideas about Comets — Ideas totally Inconsistant 
with the Infinitely wise order and Eegulations of the 
Universe. 

Even some if not all our most Enlightened Astron- 
omers Consider the Comets as "Wandering, as it were, 
at random through our Solar System, within the Orbits 
of the other Planets and liable to run foul of them or 
burn them up &°&° — This is surely nothing better than 
Scientific nonsense & inconsistant with the Nature of 
the Planets, and Principles of the Universe. 

The Comets are no doubt Planets belonging to the 
Solar System, moving in more distant and more Elip- 
tical, or more Eccentric, orbits than the other known 
Planets of our system. Their Atmospheres no doubt 
are Calculated to supply them with a due degree of 
Light and heat in all parts of their Orbits — In ap- 
proaching the sun their Atmosphere having like our 
own the Capacity of baring only a certain degree of 
heat gradually retires behind the body of the Planet 
and forms what we Call the tail, and by this means 
moderates the degree of heat on the body of the planet 
so as to render it Comfortable to the Inhabitants that 
occupy it — Again when the Planet is retiring the At- 
mosphere gradually Collects round it again so as to 
afford it a Comfortable degree of heat and light at its 
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greatest distance from the Sun. When the Phenomina 
of the Comets Comes to be better understood by As- 
tronomers, the propriety of what I have here Sugested 
will then appear. This will not reach you till you have 
more lazure to read than I expect you have now — We 
have had here no warm weather this winter, but we 
have had pleasant Spring weather for about ten days 
past — I have got one Square of Peas planted and a 
good many small seeds sewn but none up yet — Several 
however have their Early Peas stuck — As I must set 
out on the Circuit this week I must git all my seeds in 
the ground before I go away. The Legislature here 
will conclude their Session this Evening — As Gov r . 
Williams Period of Office Expires today they have 
doubts whether he can Legally Act longer Unless re- 
appointed — and as the Secretary T. H. W. is absent 
they think an Interregnum will take place — The Gov r . 
thinks he has a right to act, Untill he is reappointed 
or a Successor arrives and qualifies &°. I sugested to 
the Members that the Decision of this Question did not 
rest Either with them or the Governor but with the 
Judiciary — and that they could not Decide it, Untill it 
Came in Some way Legally before them — The Misisipi 
is unusually high at this time and there is an uncom- 
mon Number of Kentucky boats at Natchez so that 
Country produce is Very Cheap — Flour $5. Corn 3 bits, 
Bacon 8 dol s . p r . hund d . — a vast supply of other articles 
Equally Cheap, & many Cheaper — beside the great 
number of boats at Natchez they run into Every River 
& Creek in all parts of the Country — I reed, a Letter 
dated 10 01 of Jan y . from Docf. Hall in which he men- 
tions that he had not reed, a Letter I inclosed to you 
for him — If you have not seen him, send it to him at 
Winchester Virginia; — 

Thomas Rodney 
N. B. While I was writing this Letter the Governor 
Dissolved the General Assembly. 
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(Written on the side of the first page — ) 
Note — we reed, no paper from the Federal City by 
the mail to-day — March 2 d . 

Thomas Rodney to Cceswr A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington March 18 th 1808 
My dear Son 

Your Letter of the 28 th of Jan y . came to hand some 
days ago — Since which we have had the News by way 
of Tennessee to the 1 of Feb y . and by way of Orleans 
to the 15 th of the same month from the Federal City — 
If it be time that M r . Row has demanded that the Presi- 
dent should Eecind his Proclamation respecting the 
Chesapeake previous to his Negociating, I shall be 
proud to hear that he is Dismissed without further 
Ceremony, and Let Old England Sink with the weight 
of her own Haughty and Imperious Pride for that will 
be her fate in the Course of the Next war she wages 
with America. It is well known to the Statesmen both 
of Great Brittain and France, that if America is forced 
into a war with one or the other of those powers against 
the other, that other must be over thrown — Both of 
them therefore are Equally Impolitic to Endeavour to 
force us into a war against either — Bonapartes Decree 
of Blockade is an Act of foolery — and the Brittish 
Court have been weak Enough to be fooled by it into 
a Measure Equally mad, and far more Destructive to 
themselves. 

I find the Conflict between Gen 1 . W. on one side and 
Burr & Clark & c on the other is growing very sharp and 
Inviterate, and as you are situated it will require firm 
guarded and Prudent Conduct to preserve you from 
being drawn into share any part of the Conflict beyond 
what your duty may require. 

Burr is no doubt the Prime Mover of the attack on 
the General, and therefore it is the duty of government 
to support the General against that Host of traitors to 
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their Country — Yet if it should be proved that the Gen- 
eral ever received a Pension from Spain or ever at- 
tempted or was disposed to separate the -western 
Country from the Union, I should think it not safe to 
let our Army remain under his Command — Yet I hope 
he will make it appear that all those Charges are 
ground [less] for I should Indeed Very much Eegret 
see g . an Old Bevolutionary proved guilty of thus debas- 
ing his Virtue and Patriotism — But whatever the Gen- 
erals former Conduct may have been his Dicided op- 
position to the traitor Burr was highly Meritorious — 
The Generals son is at Orleans at least I have not heard 
of his return nor did I see him when he was up, but 
M r . W m . Dunbar told me he Intended Settling in this 
territory to practise the Law and had gone down to 
Orleans for his wife — If he Comes I shall attend to 
your request — As the aspect of Public affairs looks like 
an approaching war; If it should happen my advice to 
government is that they appoint no special Commander 
in Chief — As the Army must be in different bodies, dis- 
tantly seperated, let each army or body of the army 
have its own Commander — accountable only to the 
President or Sect y . of War — As there can hardly be less 
than 4 or 5 seperate Detachments it will require a Major 
General to Command each. 

I am glad to hear the family are all well, give my love 
to Susan & the Children and Sister Sally. 

Thomas Bodney 

(To be continued.) 
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